Curriculum vitae of Andréa E.A. Stephens

Work Experience

Teaching Assistant

· School of Biological Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. (March 1999 – November 2001).

· Department of Zoology, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada. (September 2007 – present).

I have been a teaching assistant for a number of different courses covering a variety of areas of Ecology and Zoology.  These courses have ranged from field-based courses to formal laboratory courses.

Research Associate, Biosecurity Team, HortResearch, New Zealand

(March 2003 – August 2007)

HortResearch is a New Zealand government-owned research company. Here, I was involved in a wide range of invasive-species related projects, focusing on current and potential invasive insect species. The projects covered three broad areas: 

1) tropic interactions; host plant laboratory testing and analysis of field finds, and biocontrol agent searching and tests; 

2) investigation of control options, primarily pheromone & semiochemical-based technologies and the sterile insect technique (experimental, operational and running models to determine the likely impact on populations) and;

3) quantifying the threat to NZ presented by potential invaders such as fruit-flies (Tephritidae) using Climex and potential population dynamics using Dymex (CSIRO software).

I used a range of approaches in these projects, comparative, modelling and empirical. I developed a wide range of experimental skills and also science communication skills including scientific papers and conference presentations.

Database technician, Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research, New Zealand

(November 2001 – November 2002; Fixed term contract)

Maanaki Whenua Landcare Research is another NZ government-owned research company.  Here, I worked on developing databases for a model to assess the likely establishment of invasive species.

Volunteer Work

Kapiti Island (40 days between December 1998 – February 1999)

North Brother Island Tuatara Census (November 2000)

Stephens Island skink census (December 2002)

Education

University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada. September 2007 – present

· PhD student in Zoology, under the supervision of Drs. Judith Myers and Diane Srivastava

· Thesis title: Interactions between biocontrol agents of knapweed

Victoria University of Wellington March 1996 – June 2001

· BSc in Ecology and Geography.
· MSc(Hons) in Zoology, under the supervision of Dr. George Gibbs.

· Thesis title: Pseudocoremia (Lepidoptera: Geometridae: Ennominae): Systematics, biogeography and host plant associations. 

Scholarships & Awards

· Izard Scholarship (2000) 

· Enderby Trust Scholarship for Young People to visit the Subantarctic region (2000).

· KJ Fox Travel Grant to attend the New Zealand Entomological Society Conference (2001).

· Bruce Given prize for best student paper presented at the New Zealand Entomological Society Conference (2001).

· Calgary Deans Entrance Award (2007, declined)

· UBC PhD Tuition Fee Award (2007)

Member:

· New Zealand Entomological Society

· New Zealand Plant Protection Society
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